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DOWNTOWN NOW … AND THEN
THE HOUSING MARKET IS DOWN, CENTENE PULLED OUT OF BPV, WE HAVEN’T HEARD A PEEP OUT OF 

THE BOTTLE DISTRICT IN MONTHS … IT’S TIME FOR SOME REFLECTION. WHILE YOU WAIT FOR WHAT WILL BE, 
TAKE A MINUTE TO TEST YOURSELF ON WHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT WHAT HAS COME TO PASS

BY MARGARET BAUER AND MATTHEW HALVERSON

1. A JANUARY 1998 

DOWNTOWN HOUSING 

STUDY BY ZIMMERMAN/VOLK 

ASSOCIATES CALLED FOR 

THE CREATION OF 470 NEW 

HOUSING UNITS AND 

$1.2 BILLION IN INVESTMENTS 

DOWNTOWN. ABOUT HOW 

MANY UNITS/HOW MUCH 

IN INVESTMENT HAD BEEN 

ADDED BY 2007?

A)  470 units and $1.2 billion in 
investments

B)  1,000 units and $2 billion in 
investments

C)  2,000 units and $2 billion in 
investments

D)  4,000 units and $4 billion in 
investments

2. GENERAL GROWTH 

PROPERTIES, WHICH WILL 

MANAGE THE FORTHCOMING 

MERCANTILE EXCHANGE, HAS 

FOUR OTHER MALLS IN ITS 

MISSOURI PORTFOLIO. WHICH 

OF THE FOLLOWING IS NOT A 

TENANT IN AT LEAST ONE OF 

THOSE MALLS?

A) Garfi eld’s Restaurant & Pub
B) Senior Towne
C) Lollicup
D) The Art of Shaving
E) Little Easy Cajun

4. WHICH NATIONAL 

INSTITUTION SIGNED A LETTER 

OF INTENT IN 1999 TO CREATE 

AN AFFILIATE MUSEUM ON 

GATEWAY MALL?

A) The Guggenheim
B) The Smithsonian
C) The Library of Congress
D) The National Gallery of Art
E)  The Museum of Questionable 

Medical Devices

5. WHAT ITEMS DID SEN. JOHN 

DANFORTH REFERENCE LAST 

YEAR WHEN GROUSING ABOUT 

THE LACK OF FOOD OPTIONS 

AVAILABLE AT THE ARCH?

A) Nuts, berries and granola
B) Bison jerky and plum butter

C) Bison jerky and peach cobbler
D) Cheese curds and apple butter
E)  Sunfl ower seeds and squirrels 

on a stick

7. THE PYRAMID COMPANIES 

BOUGHT ST. LOUIS CENTRE FOR 

$9.1 MILLION IN 2006. HOW 

MUCH DID THE DOWNTOWN 

MALL COST TO BUILD IN 1985?

A) $95 million
B) $45 million
C) $120 million
D) Someone actually paid for it?

8. TO WHAT WAS BOB BEDELL, 

FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE 

CVC, REFERRING WHEN HE 

SAID, “I HOPE ST. LOUIS REALLY 

STARTS FEELING GOOD ABOUT 

ITSELF. BECAUSE IT SHOULD”?

A)  The announcement that the 
Washington Avenue skybridges 
would be demolished

B)  The NCAA’s awarding St. Louis 
the 2005 Men’s Final Four

C)  News of a luxury hotel to be 
built on Laclede’s Landing

D)  The city’s decision to start 
seeing a therapist for its 
crushing self-esteem issues

9. PUT THE FOLLOWING 

BOOSTER ORGANIZATION–

RELATED EVENTS INTO 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER:

A) St. Louis 2004 is established
B)  Downtown St. Louis Inc. 

becomes Downtown St. Louis 
Partnership

C) Downtown Now! is established
D)  Downtown Now! is folded into 

DSLP
E) St. Louis 2004 ceases   
 operations
F) Downtown St. Louis Inc. is   
 established

10. FILL IN THE BLANK: IN 2005 

A SENIOR ASSOCIATE FOR HOK 

PLANNING GROUP SAID OF 

THE COMPANY’S RIVERFRONT 

PLANS, “BECAUSE OF THE 

RISE AND FALL OF THE WATER, 

IT CAN CAUSE A LOT OF 

STRUCTURAL CHALLENGES. BUT 

WE ARE LOOKING AT ______. 

IT’S AN IDEA THAT IS POPULAR 

IN CERTAIN LOCATIONS, SUCH 

AS IN EUROPE.” WHAT WAS HE 

REFERRING TO?

A) Houses on stilts
B) A gondola-and-canal system
C) Floating islands
D)  Building a new casino on 

pontoons

11. IN TERMS OF 

POPULATION DENSITY, 

WITH APPROXIMATELY 3,500 

3. WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE SCULPTURE IN THIS RENDERING, 
CONSIDERED THE CENTERPIECE OF THE SOON-TO-BE-COMPLET-
ED OLD POST OFFICE PLAZA?

A) “Torso di Ikaro”
B) “The Fall of Man”

C) “Parte Traseira Sexy”
D) “Headless Torso at Rest, No. 9”

6. MATCH THE FACES OF THESE DOWNTOWN BOOSTERS WITH 
THEIR NAMES AND THE ORGANIZATIONS THEY HEAD.

A) David Luckes, Greater Saint Louis Community Foundation
B) Dick Fleming, Regional Chamber & Growth Association
C) Rodney Crim, St. Louis Development Corp.
D) Jim Cloar, Downtown St. Louis Partnership
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PEOPLE PER SQUARE MILE, 

DOWNTOWN IS ON PAR WITH 

WHICH OF THESE MAJOR 

FOREIGN CITIES?

A) London
B) Paris
C) Madrid
D) Beijing

13. IN A SATIRICAL 2006 

ARTICLE, WHAT WORLD-

FAMOUS ARCHITECT DID THE 

RIVERFRONT TIMES REPORT 

WOULD DESIGN BALL-

PARK VILLAGE?

A) Tadao Ando
B) Daniel Libeskind
C) Steven Holl
D) Frank Gehry
E)  The dude who designed 

Pruitt-Igoe

14. WHICH OF THESE 

ELEMENTS WAS NOT 

INCLUDED IN THE RECENTLY 

RELEASED PROPOSAL 

FOR THE GATEWAY MALL 

REDEVELOPMENT?

A) Light pylons
B) A Ferris wheel
C) An interactive fountain
D) Beach volleyball courts
E) A bike rental facility
F) A “river of light”
G) A bio-retention garden

15. WHICH OF THESE 

STATEMENTS IS NOT TRUE 

OF BARBARA GEISMAN, THE 

CITY’S DEPUTY MAYOR OF 

DEVELOPMENT?

A)  Bought two buildings in 
Lafayette Square in 1975 for 
$400 apiece

B)  Was a volunteer bricklayer for 
a rebuilding effort after severe 
storms struck Soulard in 1973

C)  Once said she and her live-
in partner, Richard Callow, 
“bought new furniture the 
other day … We split the 
work according to our talents: 
He took it out of the box; I 
assembled it.”

D)  Won a grant to attend a 
program for government 
employees at Harvard

E)  Locked her Wash. U. Urban 
Planning 101 professor in a 
closet until he agreed to give 
her an A on a paper about 
negotiating development deals

16. ACCORDING TO 

TRANSPORTATION FIGURES 

RELEASED BY THE DOWNTOWN 

ST. LOUIS PARTNERSHIP, FULLY 

60 PERCENT OF DOWNTOWN 

RESIDENTS DRIVE ALONE 

TO WORK. HOW LONG IS 

THE AVERAGE DOWNTOWN 

RESIDENT’S COMMUTE?

A) 15 minutes or less
B) 16–30 minutes
C) 31–60 minutes
D) More than an hour

17. HOW MUCH IN TAX-

INCREMENT FINANCING 

DID THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS 

APPROVE FOR THE BOTTLE 

DISTRICT IN 2005?

A) $51.3 million
B) $76.2 million
C) $16 million
D) $21.7 million
E) $12 million 

18. IN 1999 DOWNTOWN 

ST. LOUIS DREW 

APPROXIMATELY 15 MILLION 

TOURISTS. HOW MANY 

TOURISTS WAS IT PULLING IN 

BY 2007?

A) 12.3 million
B) 15 million
C) 15.5 million
D) 22.3 million

19. IN 2007 DOWNTOWN 

ST. LOUIS HAD MORE TOURISTS 

THAN ALL BUT WHICH OF THE 

FOLLOWING CITIES?

A) Miami
B)  San Francisco
C) Atlanta
D) Freeport, Bahamas

20. IN 2006 ST. LOUIS WAS 

AWARDED THE WORLD 

LEADERSHIP FORUM’S URBAN 

RENEWAL AWARD. WHICH OF 

THE FOLLOWING CITIES WAS 

NOT AMONG THE FINALISTS?

A) Calcutta, India
B)  Nairobi, Kenya
C) Kansas City, Mo.
D) Manchester, England

21. MATCH EACH LOFT 

BUILDING WITH THE INDUSTRY 

IT ONCE HOUSED:

A) Pointe 400 1) Cars
B) City Museum Lofts  2) Milk
C) King Bee Loft 3) Shoes
D) Packard Lofts 4) Hats

22. WHICH CITY GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEE ONCE WORKED 

SUMMERS AT A TEXTILE 

COMPANY IN THE BUILDING 

THAT CURRENTLY HOUSES 

BARACK OBAMA’S ST. LOUIS 

HEADQUARTERS?

A) Mayor Francis Slay
B) Comptroller Darlene Green
C)  Board of Aldermen president 

Lewis Reed
D) Chief of Police Joe Mokwa

23. THE INTERNATIONAL 

DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION 

HELD ITS ANNUAL SPRING 

CONFERENCE HERE IN APRIL. 

WHEN DID ST. LOUIS LAST 

HOST AN IDA CONFERENCE?

A) 1954
B) 1969
C) 1979
D) 1984

24. TRUE OR FALSE:

A San Diego musical collective 
calling itself Pruitt Igoe has been 
described as “serene or spastic, 
ambient, lustful, tonally chaotic, 
or concussive.”

Let us know how you did on the 
quiz by emailing your score to 
feedback@stlmag.com.
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A) North Riverfront
B) Civic Center
C) Carr Square
D) Post Offi ce Square
E)  Washington Avenue/Garment 

District

F) Downtown West
G) Central Business District
H) Columbus Square
 I) Laclede’s Landing
J) Chouteau
K) Cupples Station/Ballpark

12. MATCH THE FOLLOWING DISTRICT NAMES WITH THEIR RESPEC-
TIVE SPOTS ON THE MAP:

1. D; 2. E; 3. A; 4. B; 5. B; 6. A-2, B-4, C-3, D-1; 7. A; 8. B; 9. A-2, 
B-4, C-3, D-6, E-5, F-1; 10. C; 11. B; 12. A-7, B-6, C-5, D-9, E-2, F-8, 
G-4, H-11, I-10, J-3, K-1; 13. D; 14. B; 15. E; 16. A; 17. A; 18. D; 19. 
C; 20. B; 21. A-2, B-3, C-4, D-1; 22. A; 23. D; 24. TRUE
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